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The eight science centres as follows:

= MST, Milan, Italy - iLabs

» Palace of Miracles, Budapest, Hungary — Applied Mathematics
« NEMO, Amsterdam, Netherlands — Science Is Primary

« Technopelis, Mechelen, Belgium - Technology Education

= Experimentarium, Copenhagen, Denmark — Interactive Exhibits
» Ellinogermaniki Agogi, Athens, Greece — Hands-on competition
» Fnergiakeskus, Tallinn, Estonia - Laboratory

* Heureka, Vantaa, Finland — Chemistry

have been developing since December 2005 their educational programmes for primary schools
in co-operation with school authorities, teacher education institutes, and schools, to create a
European network linking formal and informal learning with all-European organisations ECSITE
and EUN and ESHA. The main target group is primary school teacher education. The goal is 1o
use modern, interactive science exhibitions combining the best practices of informal learning
and formal education. The objective is to find the key elements of the curricula existing in dif-
ferent countries to teach the scientific research process based on learning to make observa-
tions in science centres and teaching to make observations at school.

The science centres will use the pedagogical expertise of the teachers and teacher training insti-
tutes as well as the curriculum development input by the educational authorities. Also the
latest research results related to the effect of the informal learning sources to the career choices
of young people (especially creating oppeortunities for girls) are utilised and further developed in
this project. The aim of hands-on-based methods is not solely to produce more scientists and
technologists, it is also to produce a new generation of citizens who are scientifically and
technologically literate. Using ICT-strategies is the main element of this European co-operation
and dissemination of the results.

The project is also directly linked to several other European projects (PENCIL, CONNECT, CELE-
BRATE) with the theme “Science is Primary” giving added value and synergy for formal and infor-
mal hands-on science learning.

Meanwhile, for the dissemination of the results, the ESHA-web site will be linked to the following
web-sites: xPlora (www.xplora.org) ECSITE (www.ecsite.net) and Heureka (www.heureka.fi) to
spread the eNewsletter of the HANDS-ON & BRAINS-ON project

If you are interested in our work and want to contact for more details: hannu.salmi@heureka.fi

The project should be presented also for the ESHA-board and members during 2007.



